
LAND USE + GROWTH
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

 Align infrastructure expansion with priority growth areas

Grow sustainably by avoiding environmentally-constrained areas

Focus the majority of growth near transit and daily services

Increase coordination of infrastructure and land use planning

Support ongoing Transit-Oriented Development efforts to grow intensely around many rail 
stations, while adapting to sea level rise impacts.
Enable moderate and high-density development around commercial corridors with high-
frequency bus/BRT service.

Promote context-sensitive infill in mixed-density neighborhoods.

Work to increase standardized procedures for negotiating the community benefits process 
within TOD Special Districts and other discretionary permitting.

Prioritize upgrade and expansion of infrastructure capacity in designated Focus Areas.

Prioritize upgrade and expansion of transit and multi-modal transportation capacity in 
designated Focus Areas and TOD Plan Areas.

Align infrastructure investments with public realm improvements in commercial corridors/
centers; emphasize projects that support the vision of a walkable mixed-use environment.

Control the allowed intensity of growth where projected sea level impacts have not been 
sufficiently addressed with adaptation measures.

Remain within the current Community Growth Boundary.

Avoid new development in areas with steep slopes.

Establish stream buffers to control chronic flooding and improve maintenance.

Promote long-term, proactive infrastructure planning to meet future demand and changing 
conditions, including planning for climate change and sea level rise.

Increase coordination and partnership between utility agencies and providers and City and 
State agencies to realize co-benefits in infrastructure projects.

Formalize increased inter-agency coordination efforts through establishing or refreshing 
agency priority project lists and corresponding CIP and budget review checklists.

Augment efforts to accurately project future growth.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



PLACEMAKING + DESIGN
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Support a walkable, well-designed, and well-connected PUC.

Create and support a diversity of places throughout the PUC

Celebrate and enhance the unique identities of neighborhoods, 
corridors, and centers.

Promote building, site, and public realm design that is specific to 
Honolulu’s climate and context.

Enhance neighborhood identity by incorporating elements of local history, culture, and art in 
development projects and into the public realm.
Encourage adaptive and creative re-use of historic buildings and architectural elements in the 
PUC.
Encourage the protection and preservation of significant cultural resources and natural 
landmarks in the PUC.

Protect and preserve significant public views in the PUC.

Respect the character and scale of Near-Town Mixed and Town Mixed areas 
(neighborhood/local-serving corridors) while allowing redevelopment.

Encourage green infrastructure strategies to create a more pleasant and sustainable public 
realm.
Promote design that responds to our tropical island context by providing shade, managing 
rainwater, and respecting local ecology.
Encourage development that makes use of passive design techniques and proper siting to 
lower energy needs for building users.

Promote a well-connected PUC by requiring new development to maximize transportation 
connections and minimize barriers.
Promote excellence in design by ensuring that city development regulations clearly express 
intended form and character.
Create a walkable/bikeable PUC by improving mobility within neighborhoods and access to 
open spaces and institutions.

Improve the public realm so that it is accessible, comfortable, and high quality.

Support unique, active, mixed-use neighborhood anchor spaces that serve as places of 
community gathering and expressions of community identity.
Support vibrant, walkable mixed-use corridors and centers that provide services to adjacent 
residential areas.

Enable mixed-use infill through redevelopment and intensification of underutilized properties.

Preserve adequate retail, employment, and industrial uses within the PUC.

Support the implementation of Special Area Plans and increase the number of 
neighborhoods with Special Area Plans.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



HOUSING
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Expand the availability of quality affordable housing for PUC 
residents

Expand the supply of income-restricted affordable housing.

Encourage the maintenance and redevelopment of affordable rental units in the PUC.

Encourage the continued development of Ohana Units and ADUs through expansion of 
adequate infrastructure in permitted areas when possible.

Increase the duration of affordability agreements.

Monitor the effectiveness of the City’s Affordable Housing Rules in delivering affordable 
housing in the PUC.
Support the delivery of on-site affordable housing units in TOD areas as a high priority 
community benefit.

Target assistance and new housing programs to PUC’s homeless.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Continue to monitor and address impacts of short-term rentals in residential neighborhoods 
through enforcement of City policies. 

Support seniors who wish to remain in their homes through a home retrofits program. 

Promote strategies to reduce energy costs that add to already high housing cost burdens.

Create a pathway for small lot owners to create huis for infrastructure upgrade costs 
associated with redevelopment projects.

Enhance quality of life in existing residential neighborhoods
How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Encourage development of a wide range of housing types 

Encourage, enable, and incentivize residential infill development in focus areas, especially 
mixed-use and transit-accessible areas.

Encourage “missing middle” housing (2 to 4-story house-form multiunit dwellings).

Encourage non-traditional housing options and types, including proof-of-concept pilot 
projects.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT + FISCAL HEALTH
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Support and diversify the PUC’s economy with innovative, 
technology-focused, and creative industries   

Create a diversified and resilient economy by encouraging growth of innovative, technology-
focused, and creative industries.
Grow resident workforce skills by supporting the state in its investments in K-12 and higher 
education facilities.
Enhance the ability of new small businesses to thrive and grow in the PUC through new 
resources and streamlined approval processes.

Maintain a constructive relationship with military and federal uses in the PUC.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Explore the use of district-based funding and financing tools, such as Community Facilities 
Districts or public-private parterships.
Ensure taxes and fees for new development and major publicly funded projects are 
progressive in their impacts.
Consider use of new fees such as a vacancy fee on chronically unused housing units or a 
linkage fee applied to condotel development.

Develop new partnerships and tools to fund necessary expansion 
of infrastructure and services 

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Support existing PUC businesses and industries, including 
maintaining Waikiki as a premier resort destination and preserving 
adequate amounts of industrially-zoned land. 

Encourage retention of office/R&D space space in the urban core.

Encourage intensification and infill development of retail, small office uses and maker spaces 
in TOD station areas and other major corridors and centers.

Preserve sufficient industrial uses in PUC locations with easy access to the port, airport, and 
commercial markets.

Permit major existing commercial centers the flexibility to introduce residential or other non-
retail commercial uses into their programming to adapt to changing retail demands.

Support continued success of the tourism industry in Honolulu.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.

  



HEALTHY COMMUNITIES
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Create a safe + active transportation system and increase opportunities 
for physical activity with a well-designed built environment

Provide high-quality living options for all ages and abilities, from 
kūpuna to keiki

Design a safe and active transportation network in the PUC.

Design parks and open space to provide healthy co-benefits.

Support a healthy mix of uses in the PUC.

Support new affordable housing development for kūpuna in the PUC.

Support accessible and “universal design” in new residential development.

Facilitate home improvements that allow seniors to age in place.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Regularly assess neighborhood conditions and their specific needs.

Work to develop interventions and solutions targeted at specific neighborhood areas (for 
example: increased parks access, completion of sidewalks and other pedestrian safety 
enhancements, or increased zoning for health care services).

Support improvement of neighborhoods with notable disparities in 
health outcomes

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Support healthy building practices

Foster healthy site development in the PUC.

Encourage voluntary exceedance of baseline health and safety standards for new 
development and retrofits in the PUC.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Provide an Age-Friendly public realm in the PUC.

Incorporate age-friendly principles into regular City practices and planning in the PUC.

Foster a safe and comfortable public realm for all ages and abilities.

Support the expansion of healthcare facilities and supportive housing in the PUC to serve the 
community’s needs.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



MOBILITY
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Enhance safety of the transportation system for all users through 
implementation of Complete Streets

Improve the conditions and efficiency of the existing roadway 
network

Enhance the frequency, efficiency, and connectivity of transit

Advance the objectives of Complete Streets through improvements that address community-
expressed desires and accommodate increased multimodal demand.

Support Vision Zero initiatives (a goal of no fatalities involving road traffic).

Refine the future roadway network through addressing key bottlenecks and deficiencies.

Prioritize improvements and enhance operational efficiency along existing major corridors.

Support development and implementation of bus rapid transit (BRT) along key corridors.

Enhance connectivity between public transit (rail and bus) and other modes of 
transportation.

Adopt a “dig once” approach to roadway improvements.

Develop solutions for improving privately-owned streets.

Work with the State to maintain a reasonable level of freight movement within the PUC while 
balancing priorities for right of way space.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



MOBILITY
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Encourage reduced dependency on single-occupancy vehicle trips 
and increased use of higher-efficiency options

Integrate new transportation technologies into the planning and 
design of the transportation system

Expand bicycle facilities and network

Enhance and improve pedestrian mobility

Accelerate adoption of electric vehicles and other new carbon-free mobility options.

Continue to promote transportation demand management strategies and support progress 
towards reductions in vehicle miles traveled.

Encourage integration of appropriate design solutions in new developments, such as ride-
share drop off areas or temporary parking spaces, and EV charging stations.

Promote integration of systems across various transit and multimodal service providers (such 
as bikeshare or scooters).

Expand and maintain the network of protected bikeways in the PUC.

Implement recommendations of the O`ahu Bike Plan Update related to additional bicycle 
parking and traffic calming.

Complete critical missing gaps of the sidewalk network, prioritizing corridors and centers.

Improve safety and attractiveness of pedestrian connections at highways and across high 
volume roadways.

Consider street trees to be public infrastructure that need to be incorporated into street 
design improvements appropriately.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



INFRASTRUCTURE
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Implement coordinated wastewater system upgrades and capacity 
improvements to serve projected population increases

Balance investment in wastewater system upgrade projects and capacity improvement 
projects.
Support integrated and proactive infrastructure planning for population increases in areas of 
anticipated development/redevelopment.

Improve wastewater capacity planning in ADU/Ohana-priority areas.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Improve efficiency and reliability of the existing infrastructure 
system

Encourage implementation of best management practices and low impact development (LID) 
strategies to minimize stormwater flows.

Reduce per capita demand on existing infrastructure systems through conservation and 
integrated infrastructure systems planning.

Identify opportunities for distributed systems to reduce demand for infrastructure capacity.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Reduce infrastructure vulnerability to climate change and other 
potential hazards
Protect coastal dependent, low-lying infrastructure from sea level rise, flooding, and 
groundwater inundation.

Relocate low-lying infrastructure and support facilities farther inland where feasible.

Design new system components to be adaptable and resilient to impacts of climate change.

Implement adaptation strategies for coastal infrastructure facilities.

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



SEA LEVEL RISE 
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT?

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Use benchmarks to continually update major land use and zoning 
regulations to reflect the latest projected sea level rise impacts

Use the 3.2’ and 6’ benchmarks for project review and long-range planning in the PUC.

Avoid regulatory increases in allowed development intensity in sea level rise exposure areas. 
In TOD Special Districts, increased density may be allowed in the SLR-XA with adaptation 
measures and rigorous project review.
Incorporate current guidance from the City’s Climate Change Commission in decisions for 
land use approvals in the PUC.

Incorporate PUC-specific planning recommendations, regulations + ordinances, land use 
and policy changes into the Climate Adaptation Strategy (CAS).
Work with stakeholders, agencies, + property owners to iteratively update the CAS and 
leverage the process for finer-grained planning initiatives.
Avoid increasing development density within 3.2’ SLR-XA until resilient building guidelines, 
area-specific adaptation measures, and improvement districts exist.
Develop innovative funding and policy approaches, including Transfer of Development 
Rights, to plan for and fund shared solutions to sea level rise.

Incorporate the 3.2’ Sea Level Rise Exposure Area (SLR-XA) into the Shoreline Special 
Management Area regulations.
Minimize the adverse impacts of armored shorelines. Actively support and initiate efforts 
around softer, more natural shoreline protection solutions.
Work to protect PUC beaches through innovative public-private partnerships and State 
programs.

Continue to study and explore managed retreat strategies.

Incorporate PUC-specific planning recommendations, regulations + ordinances, land use 
and policy changes into the CAS.
Prioritize improvements and/or relocate existing critical infrastructure for sea level rise 
depending on risk tolerance, project lifespan, and environmental conditions

Support improved maintenance and restoration of streams and forested areas

Incorporate resilience and sustainability into parks, including strategies to use open space for 
flood retention.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Strong

Strong

Develop and implement a comprehensive set of climate adaptation 
policies and regulations (Climate Adaptation Strategy)

Strengthen and expand existing shoreline development policy to 
incorporate sea level rise impacts

Integrate sea level rise resilience into infrastructure planning and 
parks planning

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



GREEN GUIDELINES + HAZARD MITIGATION
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT? 

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Move towards a climate-neutral built environment by promoting 
building energy efficiency and climate-appropriate design

Increase production and usage of renewable energy at the building 
and community scale

Establish green building requirements for new development, using a green rating system such 
as LEED 
Establish an energy benchmarking standard for ongoing assessment of buildings’ energy 
performance
Encourage cool roofs, cool paving, green roofs, and other urban heat island mitigation 
techniques. Plan for more frequent extreme heat events.

Tap cold deep ocean water to cool our buildings through seawater air conditioning district-
scale systems.
Incentivize rooftop solar panel installations, efficient appliance and lighting upgrades, 
and other renewable energy and efficiency projects, for both owner-occupied and rental 
properties.

Expand opportunities for coordinated methane capture and composting in the PUC

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Improve pre-disaster preparation to protect lives and property

Strengthen the City’s and communities’ ability to respond effectively following a disaster

Develop and implement a long-term disaster recovery plan for Oahu

Support the development of Community Resilience hubs (neighborhood facilities that provide 
shelter and services during and after emergencies) 
Develop improved public messaging strategies and protocols before, during, and after major 
disasters

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support Neutral Moderate Strong

Increase resilience through disaster preparedness actions and 
disaster recovery planning

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



PARKS AND PUBLIC SPACE
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT? 

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Develop and implement a comprehensive vision for parks and 
open space

Enhance and revitalize existing parks and open space

Provide adequate parks and open space to meet residents’ needs

Improve connectivity and accessibility of parks and open space

Work with local stakeholders, community entities, and agencies in planning and 
implementing the overall vision for parks/open space and complete identified projects.
Incorporate greater regional parks planning into the Development Plans and Sustainable 
Communities Plan.

Explore funding and partnership opportunities to enhance and revitalize existing parks.

Examine and expand existing stewardship programs and partnerships for shared use of 
parks.
Develop and explore opportunities for innovative strategies and mechanisms to support park 
enhancement and revitalization efforts.

Revitalize and improve the maintenance of facilities in existing parks.

Apply innovative strategies and promote alternative open space forms and recreational 
opportunities in the PUC to adequately meet resident’s needs.

Continue to protect and preserve a wide range of open space resources.

Provide high-quality and adequate parks to support new and existing resident populations in 
the TOD areas.

Encourage the development of linear parks and walking/jog paths in the PUC.

Create safe, park-to-park connections through completing the Lei of Parks, continuous 
waterfront multi-use path, or other greenways.

Expand access to parks and open space by implementing the “10-minute walk” guideline.

Maintain consistent public access to mauka recreation and shoreline areas.  

Promote the expansion of community gardening programs in growth areas of the PUC.

Dramatically expand and improve the urban tree canopy in the PUC.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.



CONSERVATION 
Big Ideas and Strategies - DID WE GET IT RIGHT? 

PRIMARY URBAN CENTER DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Preserve and manage conservation lands to protect them from 
urban encroachment and environmental degradation

Protect drinking water aquifers, surface, and near shore waters from 
contamination by land uses

Protect and enhance the sustainability of streams by enhancing 
mauka-makai watershed management and visual connections

Encourage responsible use of potable water

Use a OneWater management approach that integrates conservation, 
stormwater management, sea level rise, potable water, and wet infrastructure

Continue to implement the Community Growth Boundary for the PUC, allowing no 
development beyond its limit.

Balance recreational demands with conservation needs.

Work with DLNR, BWS, and watershed partnerships to protect and preserve forest lands.

Promote agency coordination around watershed management projects and programs.

Manage private land uses in areas that could impact ground water quality.

Implement low impact development (LID) standards and best management practices to 
reduce polluted runoff to surface and near shore waters.
Protect surface and near shore waters from contamination due to ground water seepage 
from onsite septic systems.

Provide improved community‐wide stream channel maintenance.

Develop stream setbacks or buffer spaces to improve habitat function and flood prevention 
along streams.

Promote water conservation programs in order to extend limited water supply from our 
ground water aquifer.
Support reclaimed water reuse programs and initiatives that provide greater diversity and 
increased resiliency of water sources.

Coordinate with other agencies to identify co-benefits and opportunities for collaboration 
and efficiencies in design, funding and implementation of water infrastructure projects.

Optimize the functionality of parks and golf courses to retain or detain storm water runoff.

Encourage the development of district-scale drainage plans and solutions in the PUC.

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

How strongly do you support these?

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Don’t Support

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Neutral

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Moderate

Strong

Strong

Strong

Strong

Strong

The following worksheet summarizes the big ideas and associated strategies for this topic. Please tell us whether 
you support these proposed concepts for the PUC by indicating your opinion on the right-hand side.


