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The Primary Urban Center Area stretches 

from Wai‘alae-Kāhala to Pearl City, mauka to makai
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What is the Primary Urban Center 

Development Plan?

The PUC is the main population center for the island with just 

over 45% of total population, and represents a continued area 

of growth and development, as called for in the General Plan. 

The PUC DP helps to determine where that development is 

most appropriate, and at what levels of intensity. This is 

influenced by many factors like natural conditions and 

resource protection, infrastructure capacities and planning, 

and community preferences.



What is the PURPOSE of the PUC DP?

 Implement O‘ahu’s General Plan 

 Establish policies and guidelines for land 

use and development based on a robust 

public process

 Reflect the unique conditions, geography 

and concerns of the PUC’s residents

 Identify priority investments

 Set the stage for regulations and topic-

specific plans (eg, the LUO)

 Guide City land use approvals

 Set goals and evaluation strategies to 

document implementation progress
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Resource 

Management

The location & pattern of growth + 

development  touches upon many 

topics important to the community
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Updated Structure 

for the PUC DP
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Existing Plan:

• Hard to navigate

• Lacking critical new topics

• Not implementation-

focused

How will it work?

• Goals and Strategies will 

be presented in Part I

• Detailed policies and 

implementation actions will 

be presented in Part II

The Updated DP will feature:

• Shorter, two part format

• Graphics rich layout and 

formatting for online reading

• Implementation Strategies 

and Evaluation Metrics

• New topics



Big Themes and Issues
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The updated PUC DP will contain familiar themes like housing and transportation, but 

will also feature newer themes like planning for climate change and sea level rise and 

for an aging population.



Public Collaboration
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“Vision Forum” at McKinley HS, Nov. 2018

“Plan Direction” Workshop at Farrington HS, Dec. 2019

“Growth and Change” Workshop at St. Andrews, July 2019 Sea Level Rise “Pop-up” Workshop at

Lanakila Senior Center, August 2019

The PUC DP Update has included a 

robust program of public participation 

including three cycles of public 

meetings and close

to 30 “pop-up” workshops to date



Statistical Survey Highlights
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The update process 

included a statistically 

valid survey on top 

concerns for PUC 

residents

(Conducted Summer 2018)



Sea Level Rise and Climate Change

Addressing impacts from sea level rise has emerged as a 

pressing issue moving into the future

Projected impacts of 3.2 feet of sea level rise by 2100 are 

extensive:
 Chronic flooding of nearly 1,800 acres
 Potential flooding of ~1600 structures and 24 miles of 

road
 Displacement of at least 4,300 residents
 Economic losses of $7+ billion

Where and how do we grow to address this?
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Integration with the PUC 

Watershed Management Plan

“One Water” 
Framework

The Primary Urban Center has three main drainage areas. 

Attention to supporting the Board of Water Supply Watershed 

Management Plan goals for the PUC, as well as a holistic 

approach to water resource management will be featured in 

the updated PUC DP.
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Growth & Change – Place Types

The updated PUC DP will 

provide clear guidance for 

different “place types” or areas 

with similar form characteristics 

and levels of density, either 

existing or planned.

These form a “palette” that will 

help communicate specific 

design principles that- for 

instance- help create a lively 

streetscape in mixed-use areas.



Healthy  & Sustainable Communities
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The PUC DP update is informed both new research, 

and existing City Plans, programs, and policies, such 

as Honolulu’s Age-Friendly City Action Plan, 

Honolulu Complete Streets, and the 

O‘ahu Resilience Strategy. Together these and other 

efforts represent new “Healty Communities” content 

and sustainability topics that will appear in the Plan.



Project Timeline
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Phase 1: 
Information 
Gathering

Phase 2: 
Visioning 

and Analysis

Phase 3:    
Plan 

Drafting

Completed mid- 2018 Completed 2019 We Are Here

Phase 4:
Public 

Review and 
Adoption

P u b l i c  E n g a g e m e n t

The anticipated release of the Public Review Draft is Fall 2020



Any questions?
Contact the Department of Planning and Permitting: 

Noelle Cole, PUC DP Project Manager

768-8055 / noelle.cole@honolulu.gov

Katherine Hernandez, Planner

768-8861 / k.hernandez@honolulu.gov

Laura Mo, Planner

768-8043 / laura.mo@honolulu.gov

Mahalo!

www.pucdp.com


